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UK non-domiciles are threatening a mass

exodus because of Labour's £30,000 tax.
Rosie Millard meets the super-rich and finds
a sheeplike mentality driving their decisions

‘m smmg in A minicsb with a

young blond Resian  called

George  Shi sky. We are

driving arand nonh London,
bt he is showing me a London
environment that | have never really
seen before.

“We are muu_ down one of the
tmos prestighous roads in the area,”
Shishkovsky says. “On the night and
the left you will find houses where the
minimum price i £7m, bar they go
ip o E20m”

He poimts our one that s on the
market for £15m. It looks like a
garganmuan doll's house, with Queen
va-uslr pilasiers and K'hulkrmi

indows. 18 is swrroar

||1||||.-m!.m' swathe of emerald L|wn
andd fooks onso a street furnished winh
diplomatic parking sins. There are
o corper shops, chemists or chil-
dren s quiet enough to hear the
bards singing. | comment thar this
road s hardly representative of life in
the capital. “Ws posh and eafe,”
responeds Shishkovsky

This Hampacad sireet, and
Plersty of others in the suburb, he tells
me, I perfect “pon-dom-land”. He
should know since he provides
buying oppormmities for a2 hos of
nondom  cliens. His  company
LondanDom.com offers a relocaiion
service for malnly Russian, Ukrainian
and  European non-doms — the
super-tich who come o Heimain w
work bot whose main residence, or
domicile (hence non-dom), continues
1o be overseas

Unil this  month  non-dems
enjoyed a significant perk as they
were taxed an their LUK earnings ooy
All their caher global assets were left
In unued pesce. Clearly 3 rasher
anrsctive artangement. and a kong-
standing one at that, it was immduced
I 1799 to boost the British econanty
huring the Napoleanic wars,

Thse anchaic nanire of the setup cut
o doe with Allstase Darling i last
year's pre-buciges repon, when the
cha murllnv announced a  £30,000
annual kevy 1o be paid by each non-
o {and his or her family) who has
liwed in the LIK for seven of the previ-
ous 1) tax years

Even though this sum ix clearly a
bagatelle for most of them, the non-
ddoms now feel undoved by the Brown
administration and many are hastily
reassessing thear enpoyment of life in

TE

e UK. For enjoyable, i definnely
was. “Pec who can afford 1o live
here want the bes.” says Shishe
a former radio Df who got
si-chomn wioeld when he tired
of doing celebainy jumkets for limeners.
back home i Moscow, “They have
stayed Im the bess hosels in the workd
10 bring that style ino
their home. When they arrive they
want everything done for them ™

Now be will even Bl in the council

tax forms for his cliems, if asked
“We will put an
Russian-chabbed IJ\-'[I films i [a
house], o required, have fresh fowers
everywhere, have the fires be, the
sheets inoned,” Wihat son of theets do
Mue-hundred-
yptian cotton only,”
says Shishkovsky

Ir's nost omly the lighter tax burden
compared with, say, New York that
miakes being 2 nor-dom in the UK 50
astractive for the mega-rich; L
ts a place where you don’t fypically
need a bodyguard, where it is safe
{and acceprable) to ravel on pubbc
transpon and where — il recently,
o Jeaut — you coukl make a bomb-
proof investment simply by buying a
Thouse

“I's a safe and simple way u[ul.mu
money out of their counr
Shishkovsky, “Foe many |b.»n4l-m\
Iving in London is a w can
inwest theeir money, edicare their kids
and stam & business.”

All of thar 15 changing. he explains.
“Taxation anel propeny prices. That's
what the issues are pow,” he says, as
we drift around nside 3 pemhouse
flat overhooking Regent's Park that is
on offer for £4.5m.

The il b painted in moflensive
shades of shenna brown and magne-
lia. There is a bor of chrome and
leather and the conveniences inchucde
airconditioning, sliding ghass doors,
doutbile basins anel secy white pebliles
in the flreplace.

1t just like a bounque hosel, | come
ment. “Exscly”™ says Shishkovsky
“These people, they like an inter-
national midem syl They have o
herror of living in a Vicsonian rerrace. ™
Why? “They hate the idea of hearing
bibours.”
pes, pon-doms. Laser that
the course of recording a
Radie 4 documentary about them, |
mees 3 whole roomiul. Swept up

H

I’m non-dom and

& There's beena
little bit of taking
us for granted.
There are so many
cities in which we
can do business ¥

the | 7ih floor of a gltering new Ciry
tower block In the centre of the
Sauare Mile, | go 10 2 meeting of |h-
Indus Entrepreneurs (The), achub
IL\ hv 1|up|n|h-m| ﬁhum

Mim; he indusarial-
bt and Tom mmlu.un |Iu— archirect.
Afer a speech about how to be a -
halsuocess, from lames Caan of Drag-
ons’ Den fame, the entreprencurs mill
around esting canapés and drinking
juice. All appear 10 be pon-doms
Most of the ones | speak o are thor-
oughly fed up wih the chancellor's
changes

“I'm almost cerain 1o leave the UK
withia the mess couple of yesrs,” s
Conor Foley, an Irish non-dom and
chief execurive of a marker wading
comgany who has lived in Losdon for
the past five yeass.

“These changes are 4 spectacilar
own good ot behalf of the Labour gov-
ernment and | think it is a misake
they will regret You'll see Swiss,
Americans, Irish — we'll all move oat
These are plenty of valser countries we
can po s The poalposs have
changed. And if they are changing.
I'm changing.”

Faley resists the charge that he is
simply throwing his woys ot of his
cot: “1 don't think I a special case. |
pay all my ees om the money
| cam here. Bt why should | pay
any kevy en my earnings outsicle the
UE? I'm a buge net contribanor 1o
the exchequer.~

This is, of course, a key argument

for the oms, 4 repon from
Stonebuge, the wealth mansgemers
fhrm. suggests that non-doms spend
maore than £16 bilon per annum in
the UK, a figure nearly equivalem o
the GDP of Luxembousg. Plus, the
mcome tax they pay per capia,
according o Stonchage, Tepresents
about eight dmes 25 much as the

natianal avera)

Intriguingly, Andrew Rodger, o
direcior of Sionchage, mggeses that
the government went ahesd with its
changes before really fomusing on this
perstiasive data. “We worked with the
same data the governmen had, b
they reached some figures in earlier
papers which Stonehage feels are o0
conservaibre.” be says.

Too lme. The non-doms have
sensed a change In the air regarding
their weakh and they don't like &
en non-doms who were bom
bere are rapidly o sxing thelr
rebationships with Benain

“Iwas bom and educaed here b
with substantial ties 1o India”® says
Alpesh Pael head of an asses manage-
ment company, 3 the Tie evening
“This looks ke the slippery slope.
There's been a Intle bir of taking us for
ramited. And there are so maiy cities
i which we can do basiness™

He laughs and waves o canapé
abour: “They have angeted a cisegory
of individuals who are exsaly the
ones who belong somewhere else.
They have said, ‘Here's the air fare’
All righ then, cheenio”

B Supply
ant E.mpl..m

outta here

In Pasel’s view, o fundameneal shaft
of tone will sceur thanks 1o a general
nondom  exodus:  “The  £30,000
doesn't maner.
others say they are moving. | may no
longer be in a city with same of the
woekl's beadding entreprencties, A hell
of a lot of them are moving 10 Dubal

“Then there's Singapore. which
is calling cut i be the new Lodon
Tem thirskbg F'ent in thve wrong place ™

Tie's UK presidem, Nish Retecha,
an imvestment hanker, suggests that
w be a3 noiedom s similar o
belonging 1o a club of super-alened
frequem flyers who enjoy a strangely
disconnected relationship with the
place where they stash their soth-
brush. Born in the UK and educated
at the London School of Economics,
Kosecha appears 1o have an umerly
busineislike arrangement with his
natal home.

1 conskder myself formmate 0 have
hadl the oppormsnity 1o grow up bere,
bat | don’s <umulcr mysell a L
darser,” be sayx "0 an English per-
son. | conskder mysell 10 be an Indian
fivst. | was born and brought up in
thits country, bt | comsder mysell 1o
be 2 ghobial citizen, | can be at
any country | choose o bive i

A 42-year-old married father of two
yourg children, in gpood bealh and
with 3 lash City fob, Kosecha secs him-
self as "a net o the UK econ-
omy. “Evenually,” he says, “we will
vetive outside this country, During the
thene we are here, we are hrbnging a lot

The point is that if

of value 1o the UK. What services do
we s that we don't pay foe? | pay
raxes on my howse, taxes on the ln
I eheive a car and pay road tax. | have
income Hiat | generate in the UK
which | pay tax on, We've opted out
of seiding ous kids s a comprelsen-
sive school, They were bom In a pri-
wate hospital We don’t wie the health
service because we pay for privale
health cover

He pauses. “What we are doing is
sithsidising people who cho wse public
services. Which is fine, f thar's the
cost of [iing here. But how Far do you
push tha cost = 10 8 point where it
finally breaks the camel’s back® Too
misch b o musch. " Should be — and
those like him — be given spedal st
tus? “Absolutely,”

Kowecha, who imends s resire in
Inddin, says that i business oppor-
tumities arose 0 the Middle Eas or
Asia e would pack his bags wonsor-
row: “Becase Ilul s where | can
maximise my vakie

Is Me all about
walue”, | wonder

His answwer ks as pure non-gom as a
Sinkahircad-connt sheet: =1 am an indi-
widual with a sev of vahues and skills
and 1 need 1o ensure tha | can maxim-
ise the value | can create with those
skille If the UK cannot offer that
oppormimey then | mas consider kok-
g ehewhere.”

“maximising yeor

Rosie and the Nan-Danrs &5 ou BEC
Radior 4, Aped 19, 10.50am
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On one side the nation’s farmers; on
the other, Jilly Cooper and David
Attenborough. As Roland White finds,
badger culling is not black and white

vasion

and chic
dor dog 10 ¢

In 1971,

f ihere & a badger version
of Michael Winner, he could
do worse than make o reser

Kitchen window, Crelsmary baclg-
ers et by on o diev of eanh-
worms and grubs, but the Man-
oir sy Qua' Ssbsoms of the
badger word offers diners an
extensive menu that includes left-
wover shepherd's pie, fish pie, rice

“We have abou 30 serts = the
tap of our woeel” the navelist
says at ber home in the
wolds. “The badgers st come
tap 1o thve winsibow' and they seer
perfectly harmbess and sweet”

Harmless and sweet they may  and
se, ban Cooper now fears for the
fuaare of ber nightly vishors. Sud-
denly the fme of emire hadger
populations hangs in the balance.

The iroublke can be traced back
10 @ single ankmal, infeced with
bovine taberculosis and found
dead on a Gloucessershire farm
It was this discovery
thar proanged scientists 10 work

lily Cooper's

s it will be faric
Pitchforks  ase

Theey
dar

scbomre ikt e

testing positive for the disease,
andd figures show that cases are
doubling every 4V '

In a desperaie anemps 1w stop
the disease spreacing. the Welsh
assombly announced plans |
week for a cull of badgers, Full
devalls have yet 1o be revealed
bur Hilary Benn, the envimon-
e secresary, b considering o

hise.
Whanever dectsion he makes,
aly contested,
already
sharpened in the coutryside for
what coulil be the mos: biner
damaging political dispute
simce Fox-hamniing

O one side are most farmers.
are supponed by the
Farmers
Welsh assembly's chief ver and
Sir Diavid Ring, former chief sci-
emint i Whisehall Lining up
agains them, and ready 1w fght
1 the last sem, ase the Hadge
Trist, the RSPCA and celebriry

anarmal v inclisbine Croeer

151

similar move in the wors-  only 1515 had TRS
with only o lsbra-  allecoed areas of England = ihe “The canle are giving o o
spete for the spoils,  southwess,  Staflordshire  and  the badgers —

body helieves”

being

experts canmol a

Professor mm Mmrm fed the
¢ Inquiry, the In-
dependent Scemiic Group on

mast exten

nion, the Catle TH His team conduaed  ext bout of infection, sesmictions
culling trials owver 8 decacke, and  on canle movements have been
their verdia was damning. “We  n force at the farm for the pasi

conclude that

in Brieain,”

murhlighad

that's whot every:

At least three imquiries and
reviews have examined the ssue
aver the pasi 12 years. Fach
point they have ratied seenss 1o
be hotly  conse u\:\I Even the

bacger-culling
cannot meaningfully consribsise
1o the futare control of canle TH
saidl the 15G repon,

Opinion is spit about whather badgers nfect Cows OF WCH varsa

Cooper

spare  miles)  with
bound

petent officials

conchision, He saxd a oull woukd
be successful if carried ous over
a large area (more than 115
“hard”
— the sea or a large
viver, for example — and by com-

Pity the man who has to give
the badger execution order

iy wapping badgers i cages
fore homancly dessroying
them the 156 als were
using the wrong culling
methid, fames
believes. “If a wild
animal b tapped,
W' poing oo be dis-
turbed,” he says.
“Is  colleagues
are going 10 real-
s and move on
And the animals
that moved on
were carrying ihe
disease.”
He suggests 2 legal form
of snaring the animabs and then
shooting them, & in Ireland,
where the culling was sucoesshial
ihough opponems <y tha Bri-
Ish condnions are very different)
Some badger groups blame
imtensive Earming methods for
the sprexd of the diseas
fames dismisses this jdea.
can speak wo plenty of organic
farmers who have the same trou-

For Stephen James, a farmer,a ble,” he says
cull canme come soon envaigh As Benn \umiplimll\ a his
He's been fighting TB on his imiray and perhaps hopes for
farm  pear derwen, Car Wuukuhlnrl reshuitle, here is
manhenshire, o and off for  an unhappy thoughs, “Whoever

17 months.
*We tested about 400 animals

e thar's Iﬁlnj posiin

nearly 15 years. To fight the lat-

makes the decishon aboat badger
of & great fumre
~James says.
ou're the one thar suggesss
aulling wildlife, the chances of
your gening further inthe polite
cal field might be challenged”
As il tha weren' bad rn--ql_dl
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